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^ I failure  to  have  any  class  foot-ball 

games  last  Fall  was  unfortunate  in  more 
ways  than  one,  in  spite  of  the  very  excellent 
record  which  the  University  team  made  for 
itself  There  was  no  good  reason  why  they 
should  not  have  been  played,  as  the  captains 
were  chosen,  the  teams  practically  picked  out 
and  some  work  was  done  in  the  matter  of  train- 
ing. Not  to  mention  the  financial  loss  to  the 
foot  ball  management,  the  receipts  from  class 
games  being  clear  profit,  there  is  a probability  [ 
that  some  good  material  for  the  University 
team  was  overlooked  which  might  have  dis- 
played itself  in  the  contests  between  the  classes 
and  have  been  properly  developed  for  a broader 
field  of  action.  We  hope  therefore  that  this 
subordinate  work,  so  important  in  many  ways, 
will  not  be  neglected  by  the  management  of 
our  Spring  teams,  and  that  class  games  in  la- 
crosse as  well  as  base-ball  will  be  arranged  for 
the  very  opening  of  the  season. 


T T has  long  been  the  opinion  of  The  Bukr 
^ that  the  absence  system  of  our  University 
is  not  in  spirit  with  that  tendency  toward  lib- 
erty and  tolerance  which  has  become  so  notice- 
able of  late  years  in  all  of  the  most  important 
institutions  of  learning  throughout  the  land. 

As  will  be  noticed  elsewhere,  we  have  taken 
some  pains  to  ascertain  the  methods  of  proced- 
ure in  this  matter  at  a number  of  other  eastern 
colleges  of  prominence,  and  we  hope  that  the 
authorities,  as  well  as  the  students,  will  be 
^ interested  in  comparing  our  cast-iron  system 
i with  the  milder  regulations  in  vogue  at  most 
of  these  colleges. 

Certain  it  is,  that  even  with  the  8.5  rule, 
there  is  an  unusual  amount  of  cutting,  and  we 
sometimes  wonder  whether  our  rules  might 
not  be  so  modified  as  to  give  us  an  absence 
system  which  would  not  .seemingly  discrimi- 
nate again.st  the  most  faithful  and  honorable  of 
our  .students. 

There  are  times  when  a cut  may  be  very  ac- 
ceptable to  anyone,  and  it  would  seem  that  to 
allow  a limited  number  for  each  term  would 
be  only  justice  to  those  who  are  never  absent 
from  recitations  except  under  the  pressure  of 
necessity. 

y\  NNUAL  class  banquets  have  evidently 
^ come  to  stay,  and  there  are  very  few 
who  will  deplore  the  new  order  of  things  in 
this  regard.  There  is  scarcely  anything  more 
conducive  to  a good  healthy  class  spirit  than 
for  the  men,  who  are  together  for  four  years, 
and  yet,  on  account  of  the  wide  diversity  of  the 
courses,  have  little  opportunity  of  knowing 
each  other  as  much  as  is  desirable,  to  meet 
and  satisfy  the  inner  man  around  the  convivial 
board.  It  m.ust  be  confessed,  however,  that 
the  Freshmen  made  a very  poor  beginning  at 
their  class  supper  week  before  last,  at  which 
scarcely  half  the  class  were  present.  ’Ninety- 
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two,  although  having  some  good  men  in  her 
ranks,  is  lamentably  deficient  in  that  esprit  dc 
corps  which  is  essential  to  a successful  career 
as  a class;  and  until  its  members  come  to  re- 
alize that  they  should  heartily  support  what- 
ev’er  the  class  undertakes  and  whatev'er  the 
body  of  our  students  undertake,  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  how  the  present  Freshmen  will 
acquire  a place  among  those  classes  who  are 
noted  for  their  enthusiasm,  energy  and  pro- 
gressiveness. 

T T has  been  announced  that  the  Winter 
Sports  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  March  2, 
which  is  a much  earlier  date  than  has  been 
customary  during  the  past  few  years.  We  hope 
to  .see  a creditable  exhibition  this  year,  and 
this  can  only  come  of  faithful  training  on  the 
part  of  those  who  intend  to  contest  in  the  \a- 
rious  events.  Not  the  least  interesting  thing  of 
the  Winter  Sports  has  always  been  the  tug-of- 
war  between  the  Sophomores  and  Freshmen, 
and  The  Bcrr  hopes  that  these  two  classes 
will  put  some  of  the  most  available  men  in 
training  so  as  to  afford  the  spectators  the  ex- 
citement which  always  attends  that  contest, 
and  also  that  more  material  may  be  developed 
from  which  to  choose  a University  team.  Why 
can  not  Lehigh  put  forth  just  as  good  a tug-of- 
war  team  to-day  as  she  did  in  1884,  when  she 
pulled  out  everything  except  Harvard  at  the 
inter-collegiate  games?  This  is  a question 
that  has  been  asked  for  several  years  and  the 
answer  cannot  be  satisfactorily  given  until 
some  energetic  men  unite  in  the  endeavor  to 
form  a team  that  will,  at  least  in  the  determina- 
tion to  gain  their  object,  if  hard  work  will  do 
it,  be  something  like  the  famous  one  of  '84. 


T T was  so  near  Founder’s  Day,  when  we 
finally  decided  to  adopt  the  cap  and  gown 
last  term,  that  many  of  the  students  were  un- 
able to  procure  the  new  costumes  in  time  to 
wear  them  at  the  exerci.ses  on  the  day  men- 
tioned. We  suppose  that  nearly  every  one 
possesses  the  classical  attire  by  this  time,  and 


it  only  remains  to  establish  the  custom  of  ap- 
pearing in  the  regulation  dress  on  all  days 
when  special  exercises  are  held  at  the  Univer- 
sity. Feb.  22  is  very  firmly  established  as  the 
date  of  our  annual  Oratorical  Contest  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Junior  Class,  and  we  hope  to  .see 
every  student  attired  in  cap  and  gown  and  at 
the  exerci.ses  next  Friday.  There  may  possi- 
bly be  an  e.xcuse  for  want  of  uniformity  in  this 
matter,  if  the  weather  should  be  unpropitious, 
but  with  fine  weather  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  hope  of  The  Burr  may  not  be  realized. 
From  what  we  hav'e  observed,  our  opinion  is 
that  some  of  our  friends  in  town  are  more  en- 
thusiastic over  our  adoption  of  the  cap  and 
gown  than  are  we  ourselves,  and  possibly  this 
is  an  instance  where  it  would  be  advantageous 
“To  see  oursel’s  as  ithers  see  us.”  It  is  cer- 
tain that  we  created  a fav'orable  impression  on 
last  Founder’s  Day,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon 
us  to  uphold  the  new  custom  until  it  shall 
have  become  a fixed  institution  at  Lehigh. 

THE  GOSSIP. 

^ I ^HE  Gossip  imagines  that  nearly  all  of 
the  members  of  the  Senior  Class  are  be- 
ginning to  think  about  the  future,  which,  in 
this  case,  means  .specifically  that  portion  of 
time  after  June  20,  1889.  So  large  a propor- 
tion of  our  annual  graduating  classes  are  tech- 
nical men  that  the  question  of  a position  where 
vve  will  be  able  to  earn  our  bread  and  butter,  at 
least,  after  graduation,  becomes  exceedingly 
pertinent  and  interesting  to  most  of  us.  It  is 
not  too  early  for  suitable  applications  to  proper 
parties,  and  probably  the  outgoing  mail  has 
already  been  burdened  with  several  from  the 
Class  of  ’89.  Although  the  experience  of  the 
Gossip  in  this  direction  has  been  very  limited, 
yet  it  is  his  opinion  that  personal  interviews, 
where  possible,  are  much  more  satisfactory,  es- 
pecially to  the  applying  party,  than  a written 
application,  no  matter  how  carefully  the  latter 
maybe  worded.  In  the  latter  case,  the  answer 
generally  runs  something  like  this:  “Dear 

Sir, — Am  sorry  to  say  that  we  know  of  no 
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position  at  present.  Your  application  has,  how- 
ever, been  placed  on  file,  etc.”  A critical  in- 
vestigation would  probably  show  that  the  file 
number  of  such  application  was  791,  or  there- 
abouts. In  the  case  of  a personal  interview, 
there  are  circumstances  which  often  lead  to  the 
preference  of  the  applicant  over  the  790  who 
have  written  their  applications.  At  all  events, 
the  advantages  of  such  an  interview  will  be  ap- 
parent to  all,  and  our  fellow  students  are  at 
liberty  to  form  their  own  conclusions  and  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Gossip  simply  for  what  it  is 
worth. 

* * * 

The  Gossip  was  passing  Christmas  Hall  one 
evening  last  week  and,  as  his  companion  sug- 
gested that  the  ancient  building  be  named  the  j 
Lehigh  Conservatory  of  Music,  he  was  bound  \ 
to  think  the  suggestion  a good  one — at  least  j 
that  such  an  appellation  might  be  given  it  on  | 
the  evening  when  the  various  musical  clubs  of 
which  we  boast  are  within,  sending  forth  their 
dulcet  strains  to  gladden  the  heart  of  the  weary 
passer-by.  The  Gossip  was  surprised  at  the 
progress  the  Orchestra  and  Banjo  and  Guitar  i 
Club  have  made  and  is  sure  that  the  whole  j 
University  will  be  glad  of  the  opportunity  of 
enjoying  their  music  when,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Glee  Club,  they  give  an  entertainment  in 
the  Fountain  Hill  Opera  House  some  time 
before  Lent. 


THE  MYSTERY  OF  FATHER  J . 

ROTESQUELY  ill-sorted  and  peculiar 
our  strange  companionship  doubtless 
seemed,  and  yet  it  continued  uninterruptedly 
during  all  those  years.  The  unique  character  i 

of  the  Jesuit  University  at  G , its  venerable  : 

history,  the  dark  and  romantic  interest  of  its  j 
sacerdotal  order  had  at  once  attracted  me.  I 
came  poor  in  Latin,  worse  in  Greek,  and  found  j 
myself  compelled  to  unusual  application  to  [ 
hold  my  place.  In  my  first  difficulties  I ap- 
pealed to  Father  J , an  under-master  in  ' 

Latin,  whose  quiet,  almost  gloomy  deportment 
and  strange  solitary  ways  irresistibly  attracted  ' 


me,  as  it  seemed  they  repelled  everyone  else; 
and  before  the  necessity  for  his  a.ssistance  had 
pas.sed  we  became  — friends.  A profound 
classic,  he  had  studied  at  Naples  and  taken  the 
second  Cardinal  at  Rome.  In  the  missionary 
service  of  the  church  he  had  traveled  half  over 
the  world.  He  had  .studied  for  the  priesthood, 
yet  he  was  not  a priest.  Brilliant,  versatile, 
learned,  why  did  he  rest  here,  an  obscure  ceno- 
bite  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  when  he  might 
have  been  a bishop  or  perhaps  a cardinal  ? All 
this  and  much  more  I puzzled  over  many, 
many  times. 

I .say  our  companionship  continued  uninter- 
ruptedly, but  the  vacations  always  took  J 

away — usually  it  was  my  poor  fortune  to  re- 
main— and  I neither  .saw  nor  heard  anything 
of  him  until  the  new  term  began.  These  he 

spent  with  his  sister,  living  near  H , some 

miles  away  among  the  mountains.  Of  her  I 
knew  hardly  more  than  her  name — he  told  me 
nothing — I never  asked. 

Eighteen was  my  fourth  year  at  G . 

The  Autumn  term  was  drawing  to  a close,  but 
I looked  forward  without  interest  to  the  holi- 
days;— what  were  they  to  me?  Home? — I 
had  none.  Eriends? — distant  and  inaccessible. 
As  we  walked  down  to  chapel,  however,  on 

the  last  day,  J invited  me  to  accompany 

him.  I accepted,  wondering  what  could  have 
induced  him  thus  to  cast  away  a reserve  so 
long  and  resolutely  kept. 

Late  the  ne.xt  afternoon  we  alighted  from 
the  stage  in  a narrow  mountain  road  a few 

miles  beyond  H and  set  out  across  the 

country  for  his  home.  Little  was  discernible 
in  the  growing  darkness,  when,  after  an  hour’s 
walk  we  turned  in  through  the  gateway  toward 
the  house.  We  entered  without  formality  a 
large,  old-fashioned  room  lighted  by  a single 
lamp  which  only  half  subdued  the  fitful  glare 
of  an  enormous  log  blazing  on  the  hearth. 

Welcoming  me  in  his  quiet  way,  J went 

to  announce  our  arrival.  While  I sat  by  the 
fire  awaiting  his  return,  the  door  quietly  open- 
ed, and  I saw  before  me  the  tall  and  stately 
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figure  of  a woman,  whose  preternatural  beauty 
startled  me.  A noble,  classic  face;  a lofty 
brow,  pale  and  clear  as  alabaster;  while  her 
eyes,  large,  dark  and  wonderfully  luminous, 
lent  a strange,  magnetic  charm  to  her  rare  and 
spiritual  lovliness.  Her  left  arm,  bandaged 
nearly  to  the  shoulder,  hung  helpless  in  a sling. 
She  started  on  beholding  me,  paused  a moment, 
.spoke  in  a low  musical  voice  I knew  not  what, 
and  even  while  I was  rising  passed  swiftly  and 
noiselessly  out  of  sight.  Bewildered  by  the 
beautiful  vision  I soon  fell  to  conjecturing  upon 
the  mystery  surrounding  her.  Why  did  she 
dwell  here  in  this  desolate  wilderness? — Why? 

When  J told  me  his  sister,  save  for  two 

old  negro  servants,  liv'ed  entirely  alone,  I had 
expected  to  see  a staid,  elderly,  eccentric  indi- 
vidual— I beheld  a young  and  lovely  woman. 

J soon  returned.  We  dined  alone,  and 

finally,  when  we  arose  to  retire,  much  to  my 
disappointment,  nothing  had  been  seen  and  not 
a word  had  been  spoken  of  her.  This  extraor- 
dinary reserve  perplexed  me.  J himself 

lighted  me  to  my  room,  which  was  large  but 
gloomy,  and  furnished  in  a style  the  most 
weird  and  fantastic.  The  walls  were  appar- 
ently black  as  ebony,  and  seemed  paneled  in 
some  dull,  lustreless  wood.  The  windows 
were  shrouded  in  immense  flowing  curtains. 
Everything  was  in  accord:  a huge  empty  fire 
place;  the  furniture  dark,  ancient  and  massive. 
The  feeble  glare  of  the  lamp,  the  deep  silence, 
the  mystery  of  the  hour  and  place  completed 
the  grotesque  and  dismal  harmony.  Throwing 
wide  the  curtains  from  the  windows,  I beheld 
far  over  the  dark,  shadowy  hills  the  rising 
moon.  Soon  my  lamp  was  extinguished  and 
I composed  myself  to  sleep.  I thought  long 
of  my  strange  surroundings,  of  the  seclusion 
of  my  fair  hostess:  dreaming  a romantic  his- 
tory to  that  bizarre  appartment,  until  these 
fancyings,  weaving  them.selves  into  fantasies, 
at  last  I slept. 

Suddenly  I awoke  with  a start.  My  facul- 
ties were  all  alive  with  intense  and  unreasonable 
expectancy.  What  awakened  me  I knew  not. 


Everyone  is  aware  of  that  strange  prescience 
of  material  bodies  upon  the  consciousness  when 
neither  the  sense  of  sight  nor  hearing  can  have 
possibly  revealed  them.  Go  boldly  forward  in 
the  dark  toward  a supposed  open  doorway — 
suddenly  an  indefinable  impression  arrests  you 
— on  reaching  out  your  hand  you  feel  the  door 
and  it  is  closed.  I do  not  intend  to  dispute  the 
sagacious  and  oftentimes  ingenious  arguments 
of  M.  Tane,  but  it  is  exceedingly  doubtful  if 
these  and  kindred  phenomena  are  explicable 
by  the  hypothesis  of  direct  intuition  of  the  sen- 
ses. I must  have  slept  several  hours,  for  the 
moon  now  shone  bright  and  clear  through  the 
south  window.  At  once  a low,  creaking  sound 
chilled  my  attention.  It  was  repeated  again 
and  again  as  of  a door  sv/inging  upon  a rusty 
hinge  opening  stealthily.  The  suspense  was 
intolerable.  The  fearful  gloom  of  the  apart- 
ment, the  deathlike  silence,  the  ghostly  pallor 
of  the  moonlight  all  added  to  my  nervous  and 
indefinable  foreboding.  At  the  first  sound  I 
had  instinctively  directed  my  eyes  toward  a 
small  door,  which  I had  before  observed,  in 
one  corner  of  the  room.  I looked  intently  but 
could  see  nothing.  All  was  ab.solute  black- 
ness. 

For  a time  there  was  perfect  stillness,  then 
came  a soft  rustling  of  garments  as  of  someone 
moving  toward  me  slowly  and  cautiously.  Ad- 
vancing into  the  moonlight  I beheld  a white, 

shadowy  figure.  It  was  Miss  J . She  came 

to  the  side  of  the  bed  and  bent  over  me.  Her 
white  robe  and  pale  face  seemed  to  glow  in 
the  darkness.  No  longer  bandaged  and  in  a 
sling,  her  arm  hung  bare  and  naturally  by  her 
side.  Raising  her  right  hand  she  gently 
stroked  my  forehead,  murmuring  all  the  while 
incoherently.  Suddenly  she  bent  lower  and 
kissed  me.  I remained  motionless,  scarcely 
breathing.  Again  her  hand  swept  softly  over 
my  forehead.  Concluding  it  was  but  a freak 
of  somnambulism  and  that  she  would  speedily 
retire,  I decided  to  feign  sleep.  Her  muttering 
now  became  more  articulate.  Distinctly  I 
heard  the  word  dead,  dead,  in  a sobbing. 
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piteous  voice.  The  motion  of  her  hand  ceased 
and  again  she  stooped  to  kiss  me.  A tear  fell 
upon  my  face  and  I slightly  turned  my  head. 
This  instantly  arrested  her  attention.  She  re- 
placed her  hand  upon  my  forehead;  its  changed 
position  seemed  to  puzzle  her.  Slowly  she 
raised  her  left  hand  to  return  my  head  to  its 
former  pose.  It  touched  my  face — Great  God! 
— it  had  the  horrible  dead  feeling  of  a corpse.  I 
shrank  away  shuddering  and  convulsively 
raised  my  hands.  The  sudden  movement 
awakened  her — with  a shriek  she  fell  prostrate 
across  the  bed.  A loud  knocking  at  the  door 

and  the  anxious  voice  of  J brought  me  to 

my  senses.  I sprang  up  and  admitted  him.  A 
word  told  everything.  He  took  the  motionle.ss 
form  in  his  arms  and  bore  her  from  the  room. 

The  next  morning  I arose  at  daybreak,  but 

J was  before  me,  if  indeed  he  had  returned 

to  bed  at  all.  Startled  by  his  appearance,  for 
he  was  frightfully  pale  and  haggard,  I enquired 
anxiously  concerning  his  sister.  For  some 
time  he  was  silent  and  then  he  spoke  in  the 
solemn,  despairing  tone  of  a man  pronouncing 

his  own  doom.  “P ,”  he  said,  “the  awful  I 

curse  of  God  never  descended  upon  a more 
noble,  innocent  woman  than  she  who  stood  be- 
fore you  last  night.  You  are  utterly  uncon- 
scious of  the  devilish  nature  of  that  cur.se — ot 
your  own  frightful  peril.  Listen  then  to  me.” 
He  told  how,  five  years  before,  he  was  living 
with  his  sister  in  the  city  of  Honolulu,  engaged 
in  organizing  Romish  missions,  and  how  she 
had  fallen  in  love  with  a young  American  resi- 
dent. On  the  eve  of  their  marriage  the  man 
was  stricken  down  by  a mysterious  disease. 

Miss  J , who  constantly  attended  him,  went 

one  morning  to  his  house  and  found  him  dead. 
He  had  committed  suicide  in  the  night.  The 

attending  physician  imparted  to  J the 

dreadful  secret  of  his  crime.  With  his  sister 
he  fled  to  America  and  sought  the  most  abso- 
lute retirement.  But  the  awful  doom  followed. 
The  beautiful  sister  fell  a victim  to  that  fright- 
ful disease — the  hideous  truth  flashed  upon  me 
— the  woman  was  cursed  with  leprosy! 


AMONG  MY  BOOKS. 

ROUDEAU. 

Among  my  books,  as  night  grows  old, 

Regal  I sit,  for  manifold 
Great  minds  are  at  my  beck  and  call 
And  I am  master  of  them  all — 

Richer  in  more  than  gems  and  gold. 

My  tale  of  wealth  can  scarce  be  told. 

Homer  and  Dante,  Shakespeare — all 
My  servants  are  ranged  ’gainst  the  wall ; 
Obeying  him  whom  they  behold 
Among  my  books. 

But  stop ! Be  not  thus  over-bold : 

1 am  your  slave — ’tis  you  who  mould 
My  every  thought  and  deed ; my  all 
Is  yours,  my  books ; yours,  who  enthrall. 

Who  weave  me  in  your  web  of  gold 
Yet  more  and  more,  as  I grow  old 
Among  my  books. 

J.  C.iESAR  SMITH  DESCRIBETH  HIMSELF. 

1 )EFQRE  relating  any  of  the  wonderful 
^ adventures  and  misadventures  of  a long 
and  honorable  career  as  a thin  man,  perhaps  it 
w’ould  be  better  to  tell  my  unknown  admirers 
(the  latter  are  all  unknown  to  me)  what  I look 
like. 

I am  a pretty  thin  man.  This  is  incon- 
venient, as  I dare  not  sit  down  on  a cane-bot- 
tomed chair,  or  on  one  of  those  instruments  of 
torture  which  have  a wooden  seat  with  a star 
of  holes  in  the  middle.  Serious  accidents  have 
happened  to  me  for  being  rash  enough  to  at- 
tempt it.  One  day,  when  I was  talking  to  my 
friend  Grover  Cleveland,  on  the  sweet  uses  of 
adversity,  he  insisted  upon  my  taking  a seat. 
I was  unwary  enough  to  take  one,  on  a cane 
chair,  and  the  first  thing  I knew  I fell  through 
one  of  the  holes.  It  was  a rather  awkward 
position,  but  Grover’s  tact  came  to  the  rescue. 
He  simply  lifted  the  chair  and  shook  me  out. 
Fortunately  for  the  nation  I didn’t  fall  any 
low'er  than  the  floor,  which,  however,  I cracked, 
much  to  my  discomfort. 

Another  time  I was  badly  punished  for  eaves- 
dropping. I was  watching,  through  the  key^ 
hole,  the  proceedings  of  a secret  meeting  of  the 
Smithville  “Woman’s  Right  Society,”  when  a 
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ven'  muscular  who  certainly  ought  to  have 
equal  rights  with  Kilrain  or  Sullivan,  gave  me 
a push.  I went  through  the  hole,  clear  up  to 
my  stomach,  and  I stuck  there,  while  the  she- 
men  made  an  assault  on  all  the  visible  parts  of 
my  body.  I carry  a cast  of  a female  umbrella 
on  my  aforesaid  body  as  a memento,  not,  oh, 
not  of  woman’s  tenderness  and  love,  but  rather 
of  a hair-breadth  escape. 

I have  quite  a prominent  feature  in  my  nose. 
I was  once  introduced  to  Bill  Xye,  and  no 
sooner  had  he  clapped  eyes  on  my  face  than 
he  exclaimed,  ‘ Now,  noiv  I believe  it!  ” Upon 
being  asked  to  explain  his  enigmatical  words, 
he  .said,  “Well,  one  day,  when  I was  on  the 
train,  I met  an  old  friend  who  told  me  that  he 
had  .seen  a man  in  Smithville  who  had  to  take 
two  steps  forward  every  time  he  wanted  to 
touch  the  tip  of  his  nose.  Are  you  the  man?” 
I didn’t  answer  him;  the  fact  is  I couldn’t,  for 
at  that  very  moment  a boy  across  the  street 
began  to  whistle  “Skinny,  get  your  coffin,” 
and  the  current  of  air  thereby  produced  blew 
me  clear  across  the  sidewalk,  impaling  me  on 
an  iron  railing.  When  I recovered  conscious- 
ness, my  friends  had  already  caused  the  kidlet 
to  be  arrested,  charged  with  murderous  assault, 
tried,  convicted,  and  sent  to  the  Reformatory 
for  the  remainder  of  his  minority. 

I am  quite  bald-headed.  For  several  years 
I cherished  and  rejoiced  in  the  solitary  hair 
that  used  to  adorn  my  cranium;  but  one  day, 
alas,  I went  to  hear  Postmaster  Ruane  speak  on 
“The  Republican  Party,”  and  when  I returned 
home  I discovered  that  the  pride  of  Smithville 
had  been  singed  off,  presumably  by  the  fier\- 
words  of  the  eloquent  orator.  It  never  grew 
again.  Perhaps  it  is  waiting  for  the  next 
Democratic  President. 

“ I will  conclude,”  as  preachers  .say  when 
they  are  only  half  through  their  sermon,  by 
saying  that  there  is  nothing  large  about  me 
except  my  nose,  my  bump  of  generosity  and 
my  brain,  the  last  e.specialh',  in  .spite  of  all 
assertions  to  the  contrary. 


ABSENCE  SYSTEMS. 

I. 

FEW  weeks  ago.  The  Burr  sent  out  a 
^ set  of  questions  to  the  editors  of  a num- 
ber of  our  college  periodicals,  the  object  being 
to  ascertain  some  of  the  methods  for  treatment 
of  absences  at  the  representative  institutions  of 
the  country,  and  by  so  doing,  to  form  a com- 
parison of  these  methods  as  a basis  for  our 
advocacy  of  some  radical  changes  in  our  own 
system.  The  questions  were  as  follow's; — 

1.  Is  attendance  upon  recitations  compulsory  at  your 
college,  and  if  so,  what  is  the  penalty  for  cutting? 

2.  In  case  of  compulsory  attendance,  are  any  speci- 
fied number  of  cuts  allowed  ? 

3.  How  many  cuts  per  term  render  a student  liable 
to  dismissal? 

4.  What  plan  is  followed  in  the  excusing  of  absences 
and  the  correction  of  mistakes? 

5.  Do  chapel  and  gymnasium  absences  count  the 
same  as  absences  from  recitations  ? 

We  have  been  gratified  to  receive  very  full 
and  explicit  answers  to  these  questions  in 
nearly'  every'  instance,  and  will  hereby  submit 
some  of  them  for  perusal  by  all  who  are  inter- 
ested in  this  question. 

Yale  University. — Attendance  upon  recitations  is 
compulsory.  Freshmen  and  Sophomores  are  allowed 
six  cuts  per  term  from  recitations;  Juniors  and  Seniors 
eight,  (there  being  three  terms  a year).  Each  cut  in 
excess  of  this  number  counts  a zero  in  reckoning  the 
term  mark,  and  also  counts  two  demerits  or  “marks.” 
Freshmen  and  Sophomores  are  allowed  20  “marks” 
each  term;  Juniors  and  Seniors,  30.  Chapel  attendance 
is  compulsory,  and  absence  from  morning  chapel  or 
from  gymnasium  work  of  Freshman  year  counts  two 
“marks"  for  each  offense;  absence  at  Sunday  chapel 
counts  eight  “marks.  ' A student  is  suspended  w'hen 
he  gets  60  "marks”  for  any  reason  whatever.  All 
marks  above  the  allowed  number  are  carried  over  into 
the  next  term.  During  the  first  two  years  the  classes 
are  under  the  immediate  charge  of  four  or  five  division 
officers  who  mark  the  men  in  their  respective  divisions, 
and  possess  a limited  power  of  granting  e.xcuses,  the 
faculty'  acting  only  in  exceptional  cases.  During  Junior 
and  Senior  years,  the  Dean  of  the  college  has  entire 
charge  of  these  matters,  and  is  possessed  with  full 
power  of  excusing.  As  a rule,  e.xcuses  are  granted 
only  for  sickness. 

University  of  Michigan. — i.  "Attendance  is  com- 
pulsory, and  the  penalty  is  generally  at  the  option  of 
the  professor.  2.  No  specified  number  of  cuts  allowed. 
3.  No  .specified  number  — dismissal  for  ‘ bolting  ’ rests 
with  the  professor  and  Faculty.  4.  No  particular  plan 
for  e.xcuses.  5.  Chapel  and  gymnasium  absences  do 
not  count  at  all." 

Madison  University. — i.  “Yes.  Ine.xcused  absence 
is  counted  a total  failure,  viz.:  zero.  If  absence  is  ex- 
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cused,  the  recitation  may  be  made  up  privately  on  a 
scale  of  20  per  cent,  discount.  2.  No  specified  number 
of  cuts  allowed.  Such  a plan  is  under  consideration, 
but  not  yet  adopted.  3.  No  rule  on  the  subject.  Have 
no  ‘cut’  system.  4.  Entirely  at  disposal  of  the  Dean. 
5.  Chapel  absences,  if  too  numerous,  necessitate  a per- 
sonal interview  with  the  President.  We  have  no  gym- 
nasium regulations  because  we  have  no  gymnasium.” 

Williams  College. — i.  "Attendance  upon  recitations 
is  compulsory  ; the  penalty  for  excessive  cutting  is  sus- 
pension. 2.  Twelve  cuts  are  allowed  a term,  counting 
each  chapel  and  recitation  as  one  absence.  Sunday 
A.  M.  service  counts  as  four  cuts,  and  Sunday  p.  M. 
chapel  as  two.  Tardiness  at  either  as  one.  All  cuts 
in  excess  of  twelve  are  deducted  from  those  of  the  suc- 
ceeding term,  and  an  excess  of  twenty-four  in  one  term 
renders  a student  liable  to  suspension.  4.  ,-\n  officer 
called  a Registrar  records  all  absences  and  grants  all 
excuses,  after  the  petition  for  excuse  has  been  sanc- 
tioned or  disapproved  by  a class  officer,  also  a member 
of  the  faculty.  The  Registrar’s  decision  is  final,  except 
for  petitions  to  the  Faculty.  He  rights  all  mistakes. 
5.  (jymrasium  is  not  compulsory.” 

Dartmouth  College. — i.  “Attendance  upon  recita- 
tions is  compulsory ; for  every  ‘cut’  over  the  number 
allowed,  one-tenth  of  i per  cent,  is  taken  from  the  term 
standing.  2.  Cuts  are  allowed.  First  term,  10;  second 
term,  7 : third  term,  8.  3.  No  specified  number.  Have 
known  men  to  have  eighty  cuts  excused  by  the  class 
officer,  and  have  forty  on  the  books,  with  nothing  said. 
4.  Each  class  has  two  monitors  appointed.  One  of 
these  makes  a report  ever}-  week  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Faculty,  and  also  to  the  class  officer  by  filling  out 
printed  blanks.  Each  class  has  an  officer  appointed 
from  the  Faculty,  who  gives  excuses,  and  one  or  two 
are  strict.  In  general,  one  can  go  where  and  when  he 
pleases,  and  can  get  an  e.xcuse  by  judicious  use  of  a 
brilliant  imagination.  The  way  mistakes  are  corrected 
is  for  a man  to  swear  either  that  the  monitor  made  a 
mistake,  or  that  he  had  an  excuse  and  the  monitor  lost 
it.  5.  Chapel  cuts  are  treated  the  same  as  others. 
Gymnasium  cuts  do  not  count;  exercise  is  required 
during  the  first  two  years,  and  no  one  ever  cuts  to  any 
extent.” 

Cornell  University. — 1-3.  -‘Attendance  is  nominally 
‘optional  ’ — in  reality,  at  the  discretion  of  the  profes- 
sors and  instructors  in  each  section — some  keeping  no 
record  of  absences  at  all,  while  others  keep  a close  ac- 
count, in  which  latter  case  the  number  of  cuts  allowed 
is  also  at  the  discretion  of  the  professor — depending 
entirely  upon  the  character  of  the  student  and  the  kind 
of  work  he  is  doing.  If  the  student  is  found  to  be 
neglecting  his  work  he  is  warned  through  the  Dean. 
No  penalty  is  attached,  but  a student’s  chances  of  get- 
ting through  examinations  are  better  if  his  attendance 
has  been  regular.  In  the  case  of  upper  classmen, 
much  latitude  is  allowed.  4.  Extended  absences  are 
excused  by  the  Dean.  5.  (a)  There  is  no  daily  chapel. 
Sunday  services  are  ‘optional,’  but  largely  attended. 
(b)  Gymnasium  exercise  is  compulsor}-  in  the  Winter 
term  of  Freshman  and  Sophomore  years.  The  penalty 
for  an  unreasonable  number  of  cuts  is  a ‘condition’  in 
the  work,  which  requires  the  student  to  take  it  again 
the  following  term.  In  general,  the  whole  system 
works  well.” 


The  last  sentence  of  the  above  reply  is  es- 
pecially interesting,  coming  as  it  does  from  the 
managing  editor  of  the  Era,  a man  who  is  un- 
doubtedly well  qualified  to  judge  of  the  merits 
of  the  Cornell  system.  Our  courses  of  study 
are  similar  in  character  to  many  of  those  at 
Cornell,  and  much  of  our  work  is  essentially 
the  same  as  theirs.  Why  such  a plan  as  they 
have  would  not  be  feasible  here  we  will  leave 
for  our  readers  to  meditate  upon. 

THE  SCHLAMM  VALLEY  STATION. 

^ I “station”  was  a small  shed;  three  of 

of  its  sides  w-ere  good,  though  some- 
what rough,  hemlock  boards;  the  fourth  an 
elegant  but  simple  sign-board  in  black  and 
white,  bearing  the  significant  words  “Schlamm 
Valley.”  A bench,  of  the  same  material  as 
the  walls,  ran  around  the  inside,  delicately  sug- 
gesting to  the  traveler  that  he  would  have  to 
wait  for  the  train.  A small  community  of 
sparrows  were  holding  a mass  meeting  in  one 
corner,  and  like  the  wild  birds  at  other  unin- 
habited places,  they  showed  no  fear  at  the  ap- 
proach of  man.  Close  beside  this  edifice  stood 
an  independent  sign  post,  which,  in  a dignified 
manner,  advi.sed  the  careless  tourist  to  “Look 
out  for  the  Railroad.”  As  the  sign-board  in- 
ferred, it  was  not  necessary  to  look  out  for 
trains  on  that  road.  Whether  the  danger  ex- 
pected was  from  falling  and  striking  one’s  head 
against  the  “railroad,”  or  from  some  other 
cause,  was  left  to  the  imagination. 

Two  hours  had  passed  since  I arrived  and 
the  train  was  hourly  e.xpected — at  least  the 
combination  of  ticket  agent,  baggage  master, 
telegraph  operator  and  mail  carrier  told  me 
hopefully,  after  pressing  his  ear  against  the  rail 
for  indications,  that  it  would  be  here  “pretty 
sune  already:  only  wait  once.”  I told  him 
that  I hoped  it  would  already,  and  that  I would 
even  wait  twice  if  I could  be  sure  of  getting 
away. 

After  another  half  hour  the  rumbling  of 
wheels  on  the  frozen  road  outside  was  heard. 
Something — perhaps  a trunk — bumped  down 
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on  the  platform,  and  a lighter  bump  seemed  to 
indicate  to  my  overwrought  imagination  that 
another  would-be  passenger  had  arrived.  I 
hastened  out;  no,  the  two  bumps  were  only 
two  barrels  of  apples,  and  even  they  could  not 
be  induced  to  open  their  heads.  I turned,  and 
was  about  to  go  in  and  “wait  once”  again, 
when  1 heard  a gurgle  behind  me.  The  com- 
bination was  evidently  fainting.  I rushed  to 
him  and  a.sked  him  what  I should  do  for  him. 
He  could  only  make  inarticulate  sounds  and 
point  up  the  track.  My  eyes  followed  the  di- 
rection of  his  finger — the  train  was  coming! 


THE  DEATH  OF  A DAY. 

1~^ULL  clouds  cover  thickly 
^ All  the  sky,  and  quickly 
On  the  ground  the  snowflakes 
Hide  the  shivering  leaves ; 

O'er  the  fields  deserted, 

Into  fiends  converted, 

Winter  winds  are  whistling 
Through  the  quivering  sheaves. 

In  the  gathering  dimness. 
Graceful  in  her  slimness, 

Stands  a maiden  gazing 
Down  the  vistas  gray; 

But  when  she's  departed. 
Leaving  me  sad-hearted. 

Then  it  seems  the  soul  has 
Fled  from  the  dead  day. 


SIGMA  PHI  HOUSE-WARMING. 

^ I H E beautiful  new  Chapter  House  of  the 
Alpha  of  Pennsylvania  of  Sigma  Phi,  on 
Fountain  Hill,  was  formally  opened  on  the 
evening  of  Friday',  F"eb.  8.  Among  the  guests 
were  E.\-Gov.  Hartranft,  Gen.  Fitz-John  Por- 
ter, President  Lamberton,  Dr.  Coppee  and  Dr. 
Chandler.  The  patronesses  were  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Lamberton,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Chandler,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Robinson,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Wilbur  and  Mrs.  R.  P. 
Linderman.  Among  the  former  members  of 
the  local  chapter  j)resent  were:  Linderman, 

’84,  Price,  ’85,  Sayre,  ’86,  Stevenson,  Coleman, 
and  P'lack,  ’88,  Segur,  ’88  Elec.,  and  Flack,  ’90. 


FRESHMAN  CLASS  SUPPER, 
the  evening  of  Friday',  Feb.  8,  ’Ninety- 
^ two  held  its  first  banquet  at  the  Frank- 
lin House,  Easton.  It  was  a success,  at  least 
as  far  as  those  who  went  having  a good  time 
was  concerned,  but  only  fifty  men,  out  of  the 
whole  Freshman  Class,  were  present — probably 
the  smallest  percentage  of  any  class  in  the  Uni- 
versity' who  ever  had  a class  banquet.  The 
President  of  the  class,  T.  C.  Raffertyq  presided, 
and  after  the  menu  had  been  dispo.sed  of  the 
toasts  were  responded  to  as  follows: 

Class  of  ’92,  - - R.  J.  Snyder. 

Our  \'ictories,  - H.  W.  DuBois. 

The  Faculty',  - - A.  E.  Jessup. 

5.99900,  - - - E Dodge. 

The  Fraternities,  M.  McClung,  Jr. 

Pennsylvania  Dutch,  - F.  E.  Pratt. 

Our  Cavalry',  - - S.  M.  Graham. 

Unstable  Equilibrium,  J.  Y.  Bassell. 
Some  of  the  speeches  were  \'ery'  good,  par- 
ticularly' those  on  “ Pennsy’lvania  Dutch”  and 
“ Fraternities.” 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments consisted  of  Fife  (chairman),  Piastwick, 
Shelby',  Downey',  Lloyd,  Tonkin,  J.  E.  Jones 
and  Graham. 

INTER-COLLEGIATE  LACROSSE  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

^ I AhE  annual  meeting  of  this  organization 
was  held  in  the  Sturtevant  House,  New 
York,  on  Saturday',  Feb.  2.  All  the  colleges 
of  the  Association  sent  delegates  except  Har- 
vard, Lehigh  being  represented  by  Reese,  ’89, 
and  Howard,  ’91.  Stev'ens  made  a prote.st 
over  the  game  with  Lehigh,  complaining  of  the 
grounds.  It  was  not  entertained.  New  York 
Univ'ersity  withdrew.  The  election  of  officers 
was  not  completed,  owing  to  the  ties  resulting 
from  the  lack  of  Haiward’s  vote. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

[The  editors  are  not  responsible  for  any  opinions  expressed  in  this 
column.  No  anonymous  communications  published.] 

DiTORs  Lehigh  Burr: — The  views  of 
the  Gossip  in  the  last  Burr,  in  regard 
to  class  constitutions,  are  certainly'  sound,  and 
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I am  constrained  to  express  my  approval  of 
them  from  having  noticed  several  times  lately 
the  need  of  such  an  institution.  In  general,  it 
seems  to  me  that,  if  a class  had  a constitution, 
there  would  be  less  likelihood  of  the  serious 
splits  which  sometimes  occur  and  which  are 
almost  inevitable  where  there  are  so  many  dif- 
ferent factions.  The  possession  of  a constitu- 
tion would  also  promote  a knowledge  of  par- 
liamentary practice  in  which  it  is  only  too  evi- 
dent our  students  are  very  deficient.  In  short, 
if  the  classes  had  such  an  instrument  to  bind 
their  members  more  closely  together,  some- 
thing on  which  they  could  always  fall  back  in 
time  of  doubt,  there  is  little  question  but  that 
they  would  be  able  to  advance  with  still  greater 
harmony  and  perform  with  greater  effectiveness 
whatev'er  custom  or  their  pleasure  calls  upon 
them  to  do,  than  under  the  present  system  in 
which  the  simple  will  of  the  majority  is  supreme 
in  everything,  without  regard  to  precedent  or 
propriety.  R.  G. 

Editors  Lehigh  Burr: — In  a recent  com- 
munication in  The  Burr  the  decline  of 
track  athletics  at  Lehigh  was  discussed,  and 
the  main  reason  given  for  this  retrogression 
was  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  our  athletes 
to  train  properly. 

Admitting  that  some  of  the  exceedingly  low 
records,  for  which  we  sometimes  blush,  are 
due  wholly  to  unfaithful  training,  still  we  beg 
to  ask  whether  the  usually  poor  condition  of 
our  track  cannot  be  held  accountable  as  well. 
It  is  undeniable  that  for  the  past  few  years  at 
least  it  has  been  in  very  bad  shape. 

Inquiries  made  among  some  of  the  athletes 
of  the  college  resulted  in  a unanimity  of  opin- 
ion— that  the  track  in  its  average  condition  is 
very  slow ; perhaps  from  10  to  15  seconds  in 
the  mile  run,  at  least  20  seconds  in  the  mile 
walk,  and  the  writer  does  not  hesitate  to  affirm, 
that  at  the  very  lowest  it  is  40  seconds  slow  in 
the  two-mile  bicycle  race.  Considering  it  to 
be  correspondingly  slow,  as  undoubtedly  it  is, 
so  far  as  the  other  events  are  concerned,  suf- 


ficient reason  has  been  found  why  the  records 
we  make  every  Spring  and  Autumn  fall  so  much 
below  those  made  by  other  colleges. 

The  track  is  particularly  bad  on  the  north 
side,  where  it  is  not  only  too  narrow,  but  posi- 
tively loose.  The  truth  of  this  statement  is 
atte.sted  by  the  very  sensible  diminution  in 
speed  of  contestants  in  the  various  events  when 
on  this  portion. 

With  a track  similar  to  the  one  surrounding 
the  Athletic  Grounds  of  the  Univ'ersity  of  Penn- 
sylvania, our  grounds,  with  the  addition  of  a 
new  grand-stand,  would  be  almost  unrivaled. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Athletic  Association 
will  give  this  matter  immediate  attention.  A 
superior  track  would  add  greatly  as  an  incen- 
tive to  harder  training,  and  would  incite  the 
men  to  endeavor  to  break  records,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  cannot  possibly 
be  broken. 

If  such  an  improvement  should  be  made  Le- 
high might  be  expected  to  recover  from  the 
depression  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  she  is  only 
temporarily  suffering  in  track  athletics. 

Reginald. 

Editors  Lehigh  Burr: — Among  the  or- 
ganizations formed  recently  at  Lehigh 
is  one,  the  objects  and  benefits  of  which  appeal 
directly  to  the  greater  portion  of  our  students. 
It  has  been  a matter  of  surprise  to  the  writer 
that  considering  the  prices  paid  in  the  Bethle- 
hems  for  everything,  and  especially  for  board- 
ing, that  something  of  its  nature  had  not  long 
before  been  attempted.  It  is  a boarding  or 
eating  club  conducted  on  the  cooperative  plan. 
At  all  of  our  sister  colleges  the  scheme  is  in 
operation  and  working  successfully.  At  Le- 
high, although  the  tuition  is  free,  the  cost  of 
attendance  really  exceeds  that  of  the  greater 
number  of  colleges  of  like  rank,  chiefly  on  ac- 
count of  the  high  price  paid  for  boarding  and 
rooms.  The  plan  of  operation  consi.sts  of  hir- 
ing some  person  to  do  the  cooking,  the  pro- 
visions being  purchased  by  some  members  of 
the  club  acting  in  the  capacity  of  stewards, 
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who,  for  the  services  rendered,  receive  their 
board  gratis. 

The  organization  referred  to  has  been  in 
operation  about  three  weeks  and  the  indica- 
tions are  that  the  cost  will  not  exceed  S2.75 
per  week,  the  quality  of  food  furni.shed  being 
much  superior  to  that  received  at  most  of  the 
boarding  places  where  S4  is  charged.  One  of 
the  advantages  lies  in  the  fact  that  just  what 
the  members  desire  can  be  purchased  and  pre- 
pared in  the  manner  they  prefer. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  plan  should 
be  carried  out  with  the  different  training  tables, 
and  it  appears  to  the  writer  that  it  really  is  the 
only  proper  way  on  which  they  should  be  con- 
ducted. The  price  paid  at  the  foot-ball  table 
was  S5  per  week  and  the  provisions  furnished 
were  of  the  simplest  kind.  By  this  plan  a 
better  quality  and  probably  a better  .selection 
of  articles  of  diet  could  be  obtained  and  the 
cost  would,  placing  it  at  a liberal  estimate,  not 
exceed  S3-50  per  week. 

The  scheme  is  at  least  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, and  as  it  is  time  that  the  men  for  lacrosse 
and  base-ball  should  begin  training,  let  us  hope 
to  hear  of  its  early  adoption.  An  Ace. 


DE  ALUMNIS. 

[Contributions  to  this  department  are  solicited.] 

’82. — R.  T.  Morrow,  M.  E.,  located  at  Lewis- 
burg,  Pa.,  as  supervisor  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  spent  several  days  in  town  week  be- 
fore last. 

’83. — Nelson  ]\Iorrow,  M.  E.,  spent  several 
days  in  town  recently  with  his  wife.  Mr.  Mor- 
row is  located  at  Oswego,  X.  Y.,  and  is  con- 
nected with  the  Doolittle  Deep  Rock  Spring. 

’83. — Allen  Ames  is  with  the  Ames  Iron 
Works  at  Oswego,  X.  Y.  Mr.  Ames  is  the 
owner  of  the  “ Merle,”  one  of  the  finest  yachts 
oh  fresh  water,  and  holds  the  position  of  Com- 
modore of  the  Oswego  Yacht  Club. 

’85. — T.  W.  Birney,  C.  Pk,  is  practicing  law 
in  Atlanta,  Ga. 


’86. — J.  H.  Spengler,  C.  E.,  is  connected 
with  the  Engineering  Department  of  the  Arte- 
sian Water  Co.,  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 

’87. — M.  H.  Fehnel,  B.  S.,  has  completed 
his  course  of  post-graduate  studies  leading  to 
the  degree  of  A.  C.,  and  has  accepted  a position 
with  E.  C.  Knight  & Co.,  the  owners  of  a large 
sugar  refinery  in  Philadelphia. 

’87. — H.  H.  Stoek,  E.  M.,  has  recently  been 
on  leave  of  ab.sence  from  the  mines  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna Coal  Co.,  by  reason  of  ill-health. 

’88. — W.  M.  Webb,  M.  E.,  is  employed  by 
the  Hoopes  Bro.  & Darlington  Co.,  of  West 
Chester,  Pa. 


KERNELS. 

— J.  A.  Colwell,  ex-’gi,  is  at  Cornell. 

— The  manager  of  the  dancing  school  is 
once  more  “on  deck.” 

— W.  D.  Holmes,  formerly  Instructor  in  Pho- 
tography, is  traveling  in  Europe. 

— The  orchestra  is  getting  in  lots  of  work 
under  the  leadership  of  Gibbs,  ’90. 

— Xewby,  formerly  of ’89,  is  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

— The  final  date  for  passing  off  sub-Senior 
deficiencies  has  been  set  at  March  ist. 

— DuBois,  ’92,  has  been  obliged  to  return 
home,  being  threatened  with  a run  of  fever. 

— F.  H.  Davis,  ’91,  has  left  college  in  order 
to  accept  a business  position  in  Watkins,  N.  Y. 

— Lacrosse  training  is  held  in  the  Gymna- 
sium Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  at  4:30 

p.  M. 

— The  members  of  last  season’s  Lacrosse 
team  were  photographed  by  Eggert  about  ten 
days  ago. 

— We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  “kid”  has  re- 
sumed his  position  at  the  delivery  desk  in  the 
Library. 

— Barnard,  ’89,  has  nearly  recovered  from 
his  recent  illness  and  will  return  to  college  in 
a few  weeks. 
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— The  second  number  of  the  Joiirnal  of  the 
Engineering  Society  is  now  in  press,  and  will 
be  issued  very  soon. 

— Charles  E.  Burden,  a brother  of  the  late 
Walter  F.  Burden,  ’91,  has  been  in  town  during 
the  past  week. 

— Moffett,  ’89,  and  Fife,  ’92,  have  been  elec- 
ted to  membership  in  the  Mustard  and  Cheese 
Dramatic  Club. 

— It  is  expected  that  the  Mustard  and  Cheese 
will  give  a dramatic  entertainment  on  the  even- 
ing of  April  26. 

— It  is  rumored  that  the  Senior  Civil  Engi- 
neers will  make  an  extensive  tour  of  inspection 
sometime  in  the  near  future. 

— Medals  have  been  ordered  for  the  Fall 
Sports,  and  gold  and  silver  medals  will  be 
given  for  the  Winter  Meeting. 

— The  petition  of  the  Senior  Class  to  be  ex- 
cused from  Chapel  after  April  1,  was  laid  over 
for  final  action  at  a later  date. 

— What  has  become  of  the  Lehigh  Photo- 
grapher’s Club?  Nothing  has  been  heard  of 
it  since  the  appearance  of  the  last  Epitome. 

— Cornell’s  foot-ball  season  seems  to  have 
been  a failure  from  a financial  standpoint  at 
least,  as  the  management  is  S300  short  on  the 
season. 

— In  addition  to  those  named  in  the  last 
Burr  as  candidates  for  oratorical  honors  next 
Friday,  the  name  of  E.  J.  Prindle  has  been 
added  to  the  list  of  contestants. 

— The  first  of  a series  of  popular  lectures  on 
Geology,  under  the  au.spices  of  the  Mining 
Club,  was  delivered  Monday  evening,  Feb.  18, 
by  Prof  Williams. 

— Inter-class  base-ball  games  have  been  ar- 
ranged as  follows :^’89  vs.  ’90,  March  25;  ’91 
vs.  ’92,  March  29;  ’89  vs.  ’91,  April  i;  ’90  vs, 
’92,  April  3;  ’89  vs.  ’92,  April  8;  ’90  vs.  ’91, 
April  12. 

— Extract  from  a story  written  by  an  aspir- 
ant for  Burr  honors: — “Out  of  the  mist  there 
suddenly  appeared  a bundle  tied  up  in  a with- 


ered hand  which  fell  at  his  feet.’’  The  tale 
was  a most  interesting  one. 

— A note  from  French,  formerly  of  ’89,  in- 
forms us  that  the  statement  in  a recent  issue 
of  The  Burr  regarding  him  was  incorrect. 
He  expects  to  graduate  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  L^niversity  of  Pennsylvania  in 
June  and  is  not  taking  a course  in  dentistry,  as 
announced. 

— Farwell,  ’89,  and  Berger,  ’89,  were  elected 
Recording  Secretary  and  Assistant  Treasurer 
of  the  Beta  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  at  a meeting  of  the  society  on 
Thursday  evening.  A committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  one  from  the  Tau  Beta 
Pi  in  making  arrangements  for  a course  of  lec- 
tures, to  be  given  under  the  auspices  of  both 
societies. 

— The  Winter  Sports  will  be  held  in  the 
Gymnasium  on  Saturday  afternoon,  March  2. 
Books  are  now  open  for  entries  to  the  events, 
which  are  as  follows: — Swinging  Rings,  Fence 
Vault  (handicap).  Spring  Board  Jump.  Tum- 
bling, Parallel  Bars,  Running  HighKick  (handi- 
cap), Horizontal  Bars,  Running  High  Jump 
(handicap).  Standing  High  Jump  (handicap). 
Fencing,  Broadsword  and  Boxing,  Tug-of- 
War. 

— The  first  Winter  Meeting  of  the  Riverside 
Athletic  Club  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  took  place  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Jan.  30.  There  were  a 
very  large  number  of  entries,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-two  in  all,  and  the  meeting  was  most  suc- 
cessful in  every  respect.  Lehigh  was  repre- 
sented by  J.  I.  Lincoln,  89,  and  F.  R.  Coates, 
’90.  There  were  nearly  forty  starters  in  the 
300-yards  novice  race,  and  twenty-one  in  the 
mile  walk.  Coates  held  second  place  in  the 
walk  until  the  tenth  lap,  when  he  was  ruled 
out  on  a technicality.  Lincoln  won  second  in 
the  300  yards  race,  which  was  run  in  two  heats. 
He  receiv^ed  a very  fine  medal  as  prize.  The 
track  was  fourteen  laps  to  the  mile,  and  Lin- 
coln won  his  heat  in  43^  sec.  The  final  heat 
was  won  in  41  sec. 
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CLIPPINGS, 

A WINTER  IDVL. 

T~aOWN  the  broad  Asphalt  they  saunter, 
Saunter  slowly,  side  by  side — 

Now  ’tis  snowing,  fast  and  faster. 

But  unconscious,  on  they  glide ! 

Fondly  bends  his  tall  form  towards  her. 
Sweetly  words  of  love  are  said. 

Bright  and  brighter  dance  her  eyes  then, — 
But  she  coyly  bows  her  head. 

Near  and  nearer  come  the  great  woi'ds 
Trembling  on  his  lips  they  are, — 

When  a sudden  sad  thing  happens. 

That  will  sure  their  utterance  bar. 

For  the  snow  is  on  the  Asphalt; 

Slippery  is  that  treacherous  snow. 

And  as  e\'es  glance  deep  at  others. 

Crash,  bang,  down  the  lovers  go ! 

Snow  is  falling,  faster,  faster. 

All  is  wrapped  in  silence  round. 

But,  alas ! of  youth  and  maiden 
There  is  neither  sight  nor  sound. 

— Swart hmore  Phami.x. 


ON  A SHEEP  SKIN. 

T ONG  since,  when  I groped  in  the  darkness 
Of  Languages  ancient  and  dead. 

With  Lessons  from  Hoadley  and  Harkness 
Served  up  between  beefsteak  and  bed. 

When  Xenophon,  Ca-sar  and  Sallust 
Were  vessels  I tried  hard  to  sail. 

I’d  no  intellectual  ballast 
To  baffle  the  blustering  gale. 

My  grammars  were  dismally  dry  ones, 

All  full  of  bewildering  rules ; 

My  “ Ponies”  were  certainly  shy  ones. 

And  balked  quite  as  badly  as  mules. 

The  tutors  who  taught  me  in  college 
Concluded — and  wisely — at  once, 

’T were  hopeless  to  try  to  make  knowledge 
Take  root  in  the  brain  of  a dunce. 

Yet  look  : I possess  a diploma 
Conferring  the  proper  degree — 

A parchment  whose  musty  aroma 
Is  very  delightful  to  me. 

But  gorgeous  in  Old  English  letter, 

,A.nd  in  its  mahogany  frame, 

’Twould  please  me  a thousand  times  better 
If  I could  read  more  than  my  name. 

— Harper  s Magazine. 


HER  ARTFUL  WAY. 

TZ)OOR  Pysche’s  sorrows  now  were  o’er, 

Dan  Cupid  she  had  wed. 

And  Father  Jove  for  the  wedding  feast 
-A  banquet  fine  had  spread. 

But  ere  the  evening  half  was  passed 
The  bride’s  fond  hopes  had  fled. 

For  Cupid  played  the  gallant  still 
As  in  the  dance  he  tread. 

.So  Psyche  in  a corner  sat. 

And  sadly  did  repine. 

Then  crossed  the  floor  to  where  her  lord 

Was , well,  flirting  m fine. 

“Dear,”  said  she,  “your  mem’ry  I fear 
Hath  been  impaired  by  wine. 

For — to  the  ladies  smilingly — 

If  you  please,  this  Dan's  mine.” 

— The  Lafayette. 

HR.  R.  WELCH, ^ 

FASHIONABLE 

HAIRrCUTTIN(},TSHAyiN&,TSHAMPOOINCT,T&C. 

HOT  AND  COLD  BATHS.  FINE  CIGARS. 

A.t  the  Old.  ISttand,  (Dixon's  Building,) 

N.  E.  Corner  FOURTH  and  WYANDOTTE  STREETS, 
South  Bethlehem. 

E.  & Ij.T.  Anthony  & Co. 

Manufacturers  and  Importers  of 

PHOTOGRAPHIC 

^ INSTRUMENTS, 

Apparatus  and  Supplies, 

591  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

Sole  proprietors  of  the 
Patent  Satcliel  Detec- 
tive, Sclimid  Detective, 

Fairy,  Novel,  and  Bi- 
cycle Cameras,  and  sole 
agents  for  the  Celebrated 
Dallmeyer  Lenses. 

Ainateiu'  Outfits  in 
great  variety  from  $9.00  up- 
ward. Send  for  Catalogue  or 
call  and  examine. 

More  iJuin  Forty  Yeart 
Established  in  this  line 
0/  business. 


ALEX.  L.  PACH 
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220  N.  THIRD  ST  , 

EASTON,  PA. 


Special  Rates  to  Lehigh  Students. 


For  tickets  and  other  information  apply  at  78,  Fountain  Hill  House. 


ai)vhrtisi:m h\  i s. 


ONLY  OBTAINABLE  FROM  IS. 

“SPECIAL”  LONDON  • MADE  CLOTHING 


JOURNAL 


That  equals  in  every  respect  “First-Class”  .Merchant  Tailoring  for  Quality, 
Style  and  Workmanship.  The  difference  is  we  sell  a Suit  equal  to  a ?20.00 
ordered  suit  for 


$9.50. 


OF  TIIK 

Eopeefio|  Societf, 


830.00  Suits  for  815.00. 


Published  Quarterly  bythb 


35.00  Suits  for  20.00. 


Thompson’s  Patent  Cut  Trousers  Never  Fail  to  Please. 

$3.o0  to  $7.o0. 


Engineering  Society 
Prices.  Qp  p^p  University. 


If  you  cannot  come  to  our  Store,  write  us  for  full  information  “How  to  order 
our  Popular  Clothing  b_v  mail.”  Samples  of  material,  self-measuring  blanks  and 
Fa-shion  Catalogue,  free  of  charge. 


Subscription  Price,  $1.00  a year. 
Single  Copies,  25  Cts. 


-:-E.  O.  THOMPSON,-:- 

Only  Importers  in  the  U.  S.  of  Special  London-Made  Clothing, 


Subscript ion.s,  Communications, 
etc.,  should  be  addressed  to 


'I'he  Business  Manager^ 
57  Market  Street, 


1338  CHESTNUT  ST  .,  The**  Mint,  PHILADELPHIA.  Bethlehem,  Pa. 


GRADWOHLS 


LEADING  AND  POPULAR 


LJ  vj  m 


ocifiySiOff 


Corner  Fourth  and  New  Sts., 


KICHLINE’S 

Fool  and  Billiard  Room, 

MAIN  ST.,  SUN  HOTEL  BLOCK,  BETHLEHEM,  PA. 


BOOK  EXCHANGE 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM,  PR. 


•^LUCKENBHCH  & KRKUSE,^- 

DEALKRS  IN 

BARDWAEE. 

A FINE  ASSORTMENT  OF  POCKET  CUTLERY  ALWAYS 
ON  HAND. 


MISCELLANEOUS  AND  STANDARD  BOOKS. 
School  and  College  Text  Books, 

New  and  Second  Hand. 

Stationery  and  School  Supplies  a Specialty. 


Books  Pamphlets  and  Magazines  Bought  in  any 
Quantity. 


^H.  MITMAN,Cx> 

40  Broad  Street, 


25  SotJithi  Main  Street, 
BETHLEHEM,  PENNA'. 


BETHLEIHEM,  PA. 


■2'OTJ2^C3-’S 


LEADING 


M,  CA“ 


ANO  U[NIS  ^yRNISHING  HORSE. 


GYMNASIUM  GOODS. 


Largest  Assortment.  Latest  Styles. 

LoAvest  Prices. 


MJnV  STREET, 


BETHLEHEM,  PA. 


VICTOR  E.  GROSS, 

3 East  4th  Street, 

SOUTH  BETHLEHEM,  PA. 

Goictioifirf,  IB  Mils,  Icb  Mai. 

^^OYSTERS  IN  EVERY  STYLp.*^ 


CARPETS. 


— The  Bee  Hive, 

LEADING  HOUSE  IN  THE  BETHLEHEMS. 


- PORTRAIT  HjXD  -^IiHXDSCHPE^-  The  Fountain  Hill  Apartment 
p|_jQ^QQp^p|_| Y House  was  furnished 

' by  us  with 

Studio  and  Parlors,  - Daily  Times  Building, 

50  s.  MAIN  STREET,  BETHLEHEM,  PA.  Carpcts  and  H oLisefumishing 

Goods. 


WORSLBY  BROS., 
FURNITURE  AND  PICTURE  FRAMES. 


LERCH  & RICE, 


Third  Street,  South  Bethlehem,  Pa. 


BETHLEHEM,  PA. 
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